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v     In  the  deep  South,   they're  called  red  hugs.     In  other  parts  of  the  country, 
they're  called  chiggers.     The  entomologists  refer  to  them  as  mites.    And  it's 
agreed  the  tiny  insects  are  a  nuisance  whether  you  call  'em  red  hugs. .. chiggers  or 
mites.     So  it's  good  to  hear  that  science  has  found  a  repellent  to  protect  us 
from  these  pests. 

Although  it's  not  yet  availahle  for  civilian  use,  the  repellent  has  heen  used 
extensively  by  allied  armies  since  194S.  It  was  developed  by  entomologists  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  repellent  has  its  base  in  a  compound  known  as  dimethyl  phthalate. 
(di  meth'il  thai' at)    First,  the  scientists  found  that  this  compound  was  effective 
as  a  repellent  of  malaria  mosquitoes.     Then. ..  during  the  Louisiana  maneuvers... 
they  tested  it  to  see  if  dimethyl  phthalate  would  protect  the  soldiers  from 
chiggers  and  wood  ticks. 

Dimethyl  phthalate  proved  highly  successful  as  a  chigger  repellent.     It  also 

proved  effective  in  keeping  off  attachments  of  ticks  in  the  immature  stages.  And 

the  repellent  offered  some  protection  against  adult  ticks. 

When  the  soldier's  in  "chigger  country",  he  applies  the  repellent  lightly  to 
the  inside  of  the  cuff  of  the  trousers  and  sleeves  and  to  the  buttoned  surfaces  of 
the  shirt.     Chiggers  will  not  cross  the  barrier.     Ticks  in  the  immature  stages 
were  prevented  from  attaching  themselves  to  trouser  legs  that  had  been  treated  with 
light  sprays  of  the  compound. 

The  treatment  remains  effective  for  about  a  month... or  until  clothing  is 
washed.     It's  been  used  with  great  success  against  chiggers  by  allied  military 
forces  in  the  Pacific  theatres. 

And  after  the  war.  ..all  of  us  can  look  forward  to  greater  enjoyment  of  outdoor 
life. .  .protected  from  a  variety  of  insects  by  the  new  repellent.  ' 
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